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tion of hostilities. Paraguay resisted all appeals to agree to the
continuation of the armistice, nor would she listen to advice to make
peace now on favourable terms and not to run the risk that a further
advance of the Paraguayan Army would react to the advantage of
Bolivia by shortening the latter's lines of communication at the same
time as it lengthened those of Paraguay. The Paraguayan Govern-
ment disregarded an intimation from the League Commission that
if they persisted in their intransigence the report which the Com-
mission was to submit to the League Council would clearly indicate
that Paraguay was to blame for the breakdown of the peace negotia-
tions, and a personal appeal which was made at the last moment
by Senor Alvarez del Vayo, the President of the Commission, to
President Ayala was said to have elicited the reply that the country
was unanimously in favour of carrying military operations to a
victorious conclusion and that if the Government were to yield to the
Commission's wishes it would merely lead to revolution. In these
circumstances neutral influences were powerless to avert the resump-
tion of hostilities, and at midnight on the 6th-7th January, 1934, the
truce came to an end.
Meanwhile, on the 29th December, 1933 (the day on which the
Paraguayan Government agreed reluctantly to a week's extension of
the truce), the British Government had suggested to the Argentinian
Government that they should associate themselves with the efforts
which were being made by the League Commission, and on the 6th
January, 1934, a similar request was made by President Roosevelt. In
response to these appeals, the Argentinian Government attempted to
act as an intermediary between the Commission and the belligerents
—on the basis, apparently, that an armistice of several months'
duration should be agreed to, in order to permit of the renewal of
negotiations and to give time for them to be carried to a successful
conclusion. This proposal did not meet with approval, and by the
middle of January 1934 the Argentinian Government had abandoned
their latest attempt at mediation. A few days earlier the League
Commission had sent a report to Geneva describing the failure of its
efforts to secure agreement on the plan which it had put forward,
explaining that it had intimated to Bolivia and Paraguay that in its
view the continuance of negotiations was incompatible with the
resumption of hostilities, and asking for instructions as to its future
course of action. This report was considered on the 50th January by
the League Council, which decided that the Commission should be
instructed to continue negotiations with the object, if possible, of
arranging another armistice. Accordingly, the Commission resumed

